A place to call home ..

'WOODLAND

“CHURCH of

OAKS

CHRIST

MARRIAGE AND HOMES

| was fortunate to have been reared in a home with two parents my en-
tire childhood. I'm in the minority now. I'm really sad about the fact that so
many children will never know the security and joy of a two-parent home.

That’s the way God designed it, you know. God intends for a man and
a woman to marry and have children and enjoy a lifetime of meeting each
other’s needs. That's the closest to heaven on earth that we can ever know.

| won't quote the statistics; but as you know, they're pretty dismal.
Even though divorce is considered normal, it’s killing our society. The home is
the basic building block of any society. Anything that erodes the family harms
our society. We don’'t even know how to define “family” anymore — that’s in-
dicative of how effective godless forces have become.

Our children have less and less chance of having a happy marriage
and home than ever before. We learn in two ways — what we see and what we
hear. How many happy homes do you see? Who do you know that is even
teaching Biblical truth on marriage and divorce anymore? Even in our
churches!

The Bible says, “God hates divorce.” (Malachi 2:16). Who cares? Our
highest government officials are accused (and occasionally even convicted) of
immorality and adultery. Who cares? We usually say something like, “That
doesn’t affect me!”

When we abandon God’s standard, we suffer the consequences.
When parents won't work out their problems, they resort to intimidation and
violence. The kids are learning. Now one of our biggest problems is teen vio-
lence. Where did they learn it? That's all some have ever seen.

Is there no hope? Of course there is. But neither our government nor
science nor law officials nor our education system is going to provide it. Our
homes can. But the solution is going to require something different than
“throwing money at it.” We must return to God’s standards for our homes.

One man and one woman for a lifetime. Committed to each other. Taking re-
sponsibility for our own children. Providing for them — spiritually, physically and
emotionally.

There are some happy homes in our community. It is possible. We
don’t have to be condemned to repeat our parents’ mistakes. Determine that
you want to have a happy home. Open your Bible and find out what your crea-
tor says about how to be a Mom and Dad. Find a church that teaches what the
Bible says and not what people say the Bible says. Then DO IT.

- Ken Stegall
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PLEASE
PUT YOUR
COMPLETED
ATTENDANCE CARD
IN THE
COLLECTION PLATE
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IWoodIand Oaks Church of Christ supports Medi||1a
IChiIdren's Home in Medina, Texas and Sunny
Glen Children's Home in San Benito, " #$S
ITexas. Representatives of the homes will be in I .
IHouston during the firstveek of March to collect O
food and other items. Please consider bringing Jhe + , # -
Ifollowing items to WOCC to meet their needs. | ( +

Medina Children's Home: 1) salad dressing and IZ)
Ritz crackers. *+ 01 + + ( neoo

ISunny Glen Children's Home: 1) diapers (4-5), 2 " .\ " ( #
|quuid laundry detergent, and 3) liquid fabric sof- ! 2 2
tener. )2 _ "4

Markedboxes will be placeth theChurch Foyer ) " .
Ifor your contributions. I , ' ) 3

|Thank you for your help I
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0; Men’s Softball Season Set to Start

A new year is upon us and that means a new
year of men’s softball. We are grouping guys
together to begin the Spring season of church
league softball at PJ’s Softball Park. Our first
games will be Monday, February 8 (a week
from tomorrow)! | will know game times later
this week. If you are interested in playing soft-
ball, please contact me. Now is a great time to
enjoy Christian fellowship and getting some of
that physical activity we all need.
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Sunday, January 24, 2010
Sunday 8:00 am Worship 185
Class 352
Sunday 10:30 am Worship 246
PM Worship 175
Contribution $14,307.17
Wednesday, January 27, 2010
Bible Class 139
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