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ARE YOU SURE?

There are “one liners” that we grew up hearing which have become
basic in our thinking process. Maybe we heard some of them from our
parents. Some of them we even forget where we first heard it. They may
be more responsible for the direction our life has taken than we realize.

We even can mistake some of them for “scripture.” (If you want to
have an interesting time, try telling some folks that “Spare the rod and
spoil the child” is not a Bible quote!) My wife once received a call from a
lady in the church wanting to know where in the Bible it said, “All men are
created equal.”

These “truisms” contain some truth... but they are not Bible quotes.
(One of the above is actually pretty close to a quote.) They influence you
in making decisions — some of which can be poor decisions; like, for in-
stance, “Two can live as cheaply as one.” That one will get you in big
trouble!

Closely akin to this is the practice of quoting a scripture and then say-
ing, “That proves... (something).” We need to make sure that the scrip-
ture actually proves what we've always heard it used to prove. I've heard
scriptures quoted to prove a wide variety of things that are not true.
Scripture has a setting or context that helps explain how it is to be under-
stood, and scripture that is used out of context becomes a pretext!

Misusing scripture will also get you in big trouble. Just because
someone says that a scripture proves something, doesn’t mean it does!
It's really a dangerous practice to “study the Bible” to find proof texts for
your agenda. That's a far cry from opening our hearts and minds and let-
ting God teach us His will.

The point of all this is that we can trust in a saying (which may not
contain all the truth on a particular subject), or we can misuse a scripture
and we will arrive at a conclusion which is false. And we can be totally
sincere in doing so.

Remember Paul’'s admonition to the Christians at Thessalonica, “Test
everything. Hold on to the good.” (That IS scripture).

... Ken Stegall
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PLEASE
PUT YOUR
COMPLETED
ATTENDANCE CARD
IN THE
COLLECTION PLATE
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SPRING QUARTER ADULT CLASSES

Spring Quarter classes begin Wednesday,
March 3rd and Sunday, March 7th.

Sunday classes:
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I "HS 1% &'$Y%( Men'’s Softball Resumes

| hope you enjoyed your week off. We
resume play after our bye week with two
games, tomorrow, Monday, March 8 at
8:30 and 10:30 PM (assuming the
weather cooperates). If you are inter-
ested in playing softball, please contact
| Paul Gidden. Come join us for Christian
fellowship and playing a great sport to-

# % gether.
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IChiIdren s Home in Medina, Texas and Sunny Cilen
Children's Home in San Benito,

|Texas Representatives of the homes will be in |
IHouston to collect food and other items. Please

consider bringing the following items to WOCC tl)
| meet their needs.

1" ISunny Glen Children's Home: 1) diapers (4-5), 2[)
' $ liquid laundry detergent, and 3) liquid fabric sof-
b 3 Itener.(WiII be here the 8th or 9th)
lf’l m\ | Markedboxes will be placeth theChurch Foyer |
o

’T " Ifor your contributions. I
Thank you for your help
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Sunday, February 28, 2010
Sunday 8:00 am Worship 215
Class 327
Sunday 10:30 am Worship 178
PM Worship 204 . &
Contribution $16,433.30
(
Wednesday, March 3, 2010
Bible Class 131
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