
The Tabernacle and 

the Temple

Description of the Tabernacle



Hebrews 11:8-10
(All Scripture is New International Version)

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he 

would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and 

went, even though he did not know where he was 

going.  By faith he made his home in the promised 

land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in 

tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with 

him of the same promise.  For he was looking 

forward to the city with foundations whose architect 

and builder is God.



Hebrews 9:1-5

Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and 

also an earthly sanctuary.  A tabernacle was set up.  In its 

first room were the lampstand, the table and the 

consecrated bread; this was called the Holy Place.  Behind 

the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place, 

which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-

covered ark of the covenant.  This ark contained the gold 

jar of manna, Aaron’s rod that had budded, and the stone 

tablets of the covenant.  Above the ark were the cherubim 

of the Glory, overshadowing the place of atonement.  But 

we cannot discuss these things in detail now.
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Exodus 25:1-9

The LORD said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites to bring me an 

offering.  You are to receive the offering for me from each man 

whose heart prompts him to give.  These are the offerings you 

are to receive from them: gold, silver and bronze; blue, purple 

and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat hair; ram skins dyed red 

and hides of sea cows; acacia wood; olive oil for the light; spices 

for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense; and onyx 

stones and other gems to be mounted on the ephod and 

breastpiece.

“Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell 

among them.  Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly 

like the pattern I will show you.”



Exodus 35:20-29

Then the whole Israelite community withdrew from 

Moses’ presence, and everyone who was willing and 

whose heart moved him came and brought an offering to 

the LORD for the work on the Tent of Meeting, for all its 

service, and for the sacred garments.  All who were 

willing, men and women alike, came and brought gold 

jewelry of all kinds: brooches, earrings, rings and 

ornaments.  They all presented their gold as a wave 

offering to the LORD.  Everyone who had blue, purple or 

scarlet yarn or fine linen, or goat hair, ram skins dyed 

red or hides of sea cows brought them.



Those presenting an offering of silver or bronze brought 

it as an offering to the LORD, and everyone who had acacia 

wood for any part of the work brought it.  Every skilled 

woman spun with her hands and brought what she had 

spun — blue, purple or scarlet yarn or fine linen.  And all 

the women who were willing and had the skill spun the 

goat hair.  The leaders brought onyx stones and other 

gems to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece.  They 

also brought spices and olive oil for the light and for the 

anointing oil and for the fragrant incense.  All the Israelite 

men and women who were willing brought to the LORD

freewill offerings for the work the LORD through Moses had 

commanded them to do.



Exodus 35:30-35

Then Moses said to the Israelites, “See, the LORD has chosen 

Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and he 

has filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and 

knowledge in all kinds of crafts — to make artistic designs for 

work in gold, silver and bronze, to cut and set stones, to work 

in wood and to engage in all kinds of artistic craftsmanship.  

And he has given both him and Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of 

the tribe of Dan, the ability to teach others.  He has filled them 

with skill to do all kinds of work as craftsmen, designers, 

embroiderers in blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen, 

and weavers — all of them master craftsmen and designers.” 



Exodus 36:2-5

Then Moses summoned Bezalel and Oholiab and 

every skilled person to whom the LORD had given ability 

and who was willing to come and do the work.  They 

received from Moses all the offerings the Israelites had 

brought to carry out the work of constructing the 

sanctuary.  And the people continued to bring freewill 

offerings morning after morning.  So all the skilled 

craftsmen who were doing all the work on the 

sanctuary left their work and said to Moses, “The 

people are bringing more than enough for doing the 

work the LORD commanded to be done.”



Exodus 36:6-7

Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word 

throughout the camp: “No man or woman is to make 

anything else as an offering for the sanctuary.”  And 

so the people were restrained from bringing more, 

because what they already had was more than 

enough to do all the work.



I Corinthians 3:16-17

Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s 

temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?  If 

anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy 

him; for God’s temple is sacred, and you are that 

temple.


